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Who wrote “A Christmas Carol”’?

CharlesDickersisthe author of the novella (or small book), whichis one of the most famous
storiesever written He wasborn on February 7, 1812, and grew up in alarge family in Kert,
England. At the age of nine, his father, John Dickens, movedthe family to London, where
Dickers would resde for the reg of hislife. John wasa pleasnt man but he wasirreponsible
with money, and wassert to debtorOrison. Young Charleswasforcedto live alife of poverty,
working at a boot-blacking (or polishing) warehouse at age twelve. CharlesOdiffi cult young life
inspired him to live diff erertly thanhis father, once he wasahe to return to school, Charles
Dickers studiedto be alaw clerk. While working asa court reporter at age 25, he beganhisfirst
novel, The Pickwick Papers; this book became popular, and Dickens gradually became one of the
most celebrated novelists of histime. Along with A ChristmasCard, Dickers wrote several
othermagerpecesincluding Great Expectations, David Copperfield, ard A Tale of Two Cities.

What was London like in the time of A Christmas Carol?

Dickens wrote the novellain 1843, during the reign of Queen Victoria (who ruledfrom 1837-
1941). The VictorianAgein London wasa period of greatprosperity and exparsion for the
British Empire, which wasat the height of its prosperity during her reign. However, while the
upper classeswere wealthy, the lower classeswere struggling just to put food on thetalde. One
of the most important themesin the 4 Christmas Carol is poverty and weath, becawse Dickers
wartedto draw reacerOsattertion to the struggle of the poor, hoping that his words would help
change the way they were treaed

Will & Company’s version of A Christmas Carol

The play you will seeis a45-minute adaptation of DickersCnovella, 4 Christmas Carol. Our
playis performedby agroup of 5 aciors who play all of the characters 10 students from your
school will be dressedin costume and taught a scene from the play to perform with the Will &
Compary acbors. Includedin the play are the five staves (or chapterg of the novella,including:

Stave one: MarleyOgjhost

Stavetwo: Thefirst of the threespirits
Stave three: The secand of the threespirits
Stave four: Thelad of the spirits

Stave five: The reolution of the story



Who narrates the play?

In our production, the narrator is anacir playing the author himself, CharlesDickens. During
his lateryeas, Dickens toured Europe and the United States performing his books for audiences
young and old. The Will & Compary performarceis basedon DickensCown narration. Although
Dickens performedall of the differert characterswhile readng, Will & Compary actors will
erharncethe story telling by performing rolesin the story.

Characters in Christmas Carol include:

Ebenezer Scrooge D The owner of a London counting-house (or accaintantOffice). Scroogeis
amiser (Or apersdn who doesnot like to spend money.)

Bob Cratchit - Scraoge's clerk. Scrooge doesnot pay Cratchit enough to support his wife and
their large family, but they arehappy nonetheless.

Tiny Tim - Bob Crafchit's young son, who is crippled from birth.

Jacob Marley DScraogeO$ormer business partner, who died sevenyearsbefore the story starts.
Because he prizedmoney over pegple, he is doomedto wear heaw chains and haunt the Earth as
aghost.

The Ghost of Christmas Past, Present, and Yet to Come D The spirits that Marley sends to
Scraoge on ChristmasEve who make Scrooge take a closer ook at hislife.

Fred - Scrange's nephew, who lovesthe holiday sea®n and wishesto share it with his uncle.
Fezziwig D ScraogeOdirst emgoyer, who treaed his employeeskindly. Fezziwig and his wife
hostedjoyful holiday parties

Belle B A beauiful womanwho wasengagedto mary Scraoge whenhe wasyounger. She broke
off the engagemert because she felt that Scrooge cared for money more than he caredfor her.
The Gentleman DA weathy manwho is callecting charity for the poor on ChristmasEve.

Synopsis

Miserly EberezerScrooge ard his clerk, Bob Cratchit, areat work in SaoogeOsounting-house
on ChristmasEve. The counting-house is extremely cold and Cratchit triesto wam himself, but
Scrange refusesto spernd money on coal, so he will not allow Craichit to heatthe fire. ScroogeOs
nephew Fred stops by that afternoon to invite Saooge to Christmasdinner, but Scrooge refuses

A wealthy gertlemancomesto the counting-house aswell, collecting charity money for the poor.
Again, Scrooge refuses saying OBah Humbug!Oto the ideaof celebrating the holiday.

When Scrooge returns to his apartmert that evening, he is confrontedby the spirit of his dead
partner, Jacdb Marley, who is being punishedfor living agreed life by having to roam the earh
asaghost, bearing heaw chains. Marley warrs Saooge that he will meetthe same fate if he
doesnot change hislife. Marley tells Scrooge that three spirits will visit him. Whenthe spirit
leawes Scraogefallsadeep

When he awakens in the middle of the night, he is greeedby the Ghost of ChristmasPas. The
spirit takesScrange to see visions of the Christmasesof SaoogeOpag. Theyvisit his days asan
apprenticeto Fezziwig, who treas young Scraoge and his other employeeswith kindness,
throwing holiday celebrations for them

As well, they see SaoogeOdirst OBah Humbug!Q when Belle, the womanhe wasengagedto
when he wasyounger, tells him he lovesmoney more thanhe lovesher. Scraoge is saddenedto
revisit the things he hasdone. The spirit evertually returns him to his apartment, where Scrooge
again fallsadeep.



Once again, he awakensin the middle of the night to find the Ghost of ChristmasPresert, who
takesSaooge through London to show him how it will be celebratedthat year. He seesthe
Cratchitsjoyfully shareasmal amaunt of food in their tiny home. Tiny Tim, the younged
Cratchit son, is crippled, but Scrooge is movedby his spirit and courage. Suddenly, the ghost
disappears and a hoodedfigure appears moving slowly towards Scrooge. It isthe Ghost of
ChristmasY etto Come.

The final spirit, who points his fi nger but never speaks, shows Scraoge the image of adead body
lying on abed, uncared for and unmourned. Thenthe spirit takes Sarooge to the CratchitO$ouse
once more, where he seesthe family grieving the death of Tiny Tim, whose heath could not be
caredfor with Bob CratchitOsneager salary. Finally, the spirit shows Saooge the grave of the
first body, and Saooge begs to know the name. The headstone bearsthe name of Ebenezer
Scraoge. He criesout to the spirit that he dedresto change his fate, and promisesto change his
selfish ways. Suddenly, he finds himself backin his own bedroom.

Scraoge openrs his window and calls out to aboy on the street aking whatday it is. The boy
tellshim itOChristmas Delighted, Scrooge sends the boy to the local shop to purchase the
largest goose in the window. Scaooge sendsit to the Cratchits, and the following morning, he
surprisesBob Cratchit by raising his salary. The narrator tells us that Scrooge changed his fate,
and the fate of Tiny Tim and the Cratchits, by continuing to live ageneraus and happy life and
holding Christmasdea to his heart
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