WILL&
m }9 an y
EDUCATION DIVISION

2007 STUDY GUIDE FOR

A MIDSUMMER NIGHT'S DREAM

THE PROGRAM

A MIDSUMMER NIGHT® DREAM is performed by five actors. Some of the actors
portray several characters; each distinguished by achangeof cogume. Theplay is
presented in a45-minute version which highlights the major plot pointsand uses a
narator to link the scenes togeher. In thisway, the audience gets a whole sen<e of the
play in ashort peiodof time. Will & Company produdionsuse no sets, traveling with
trunksfilled with cogumes, propsand swords similar to theway the shows were
origindly peformed by Shakespeare and his troupe. In addition, Will & Company invites
10 students from your schoolto perform in the play!

ABOUT THE ARTIST

Will & Company isanon-profit theatre ensemble based at theLosAngdes Theatre
Center who travel thecounty with produdionsgeared for K-6, high school, collegeage
and adult audiences. Foundel in 1988 Will & Company presents live theatre with
multicultural professiond actors dedicated to promoting the love of theatre to our
naion®@youth. In additionto peforming, Will & Company artists, who have
Professiond Designaionin Arts Education, travel to schools and thestres providing
workshopsand residendestied to the California State Standards Will & Company is
suppoted by the California Arts Counal, The LosAngdes County Arts Commission and
theLosAngdes Cultural Affairs Department.

More information aboutWill & Company can befoundat
http://www.willandocompany.com

SHAKESPEARE

Shakespeare was probably bom on April 23, 1564in Stratford-uponAvon, England and
died on April 23,1616. His parents were John Shakespeare and Mary Arden. He
married AnneHathawvay in 1582and had 3 children: Susanna Judith and Hamnet. For
more information on Shakespeare go to:

http://ise.uvic.ca/index.html

http://shakespeare.pd omar.edullife.htm
http://www.stratford-upontavon.co.uk/soavshg.htm




PLAYS

William Shakespeare wrote 37 plays tha we know of, alongwith a bookof sonnds and
short poans. Shakespesre is recognized as oneof theworld@ greatest writers. Some of
his mog popukbr plays are Romeo and Juliet, Hamlet, Julius Caesar and of course, A
Midsummer Night’s Dream. Many of hisworks are written in theform of iambic
pentameter, and his early plays contain many rhyming couplets.

For full scripts of Shekespeare® plays go to:

http://the-tech.mit.edu/Shakespeare/

THEATRES

During Shakespeare time, theatres were banned in London,so they were built across
the Thames River in Southwark. The GlobeThestre, a circular wooden outdoor space B
called a Gvooden 00in Shakespeare® Henry V, was built in 1598and could hold 3,000
audience members. Some audience members stoad on the groundbefore the stage and
were called yrounding) Others paid 2 pence and were given a seat in the gdleries that
formed thewalls of thetheatre. There were also box seats and some royd members of
theaudience sat onthestate. Founddionsof theorigind GlobeThegatre were discovered
in 1989and anew GlobeTheatre was built close to theorigind sitein 1997.

For avirtud towr of thenew Globeg goto:

http://shakespeare.aboutcom

QUEEN ELIZABETH I

England was ruled by Queen Elizabeth | from Januay 15, 1559to March 24,1603
Daughter to Henry V11l and AnneBoleyn, Elizabeth Tudorwas bom on September 7,
1533. Elizabeth@reignis known as England® Golden Age  She defeated the Spanish
Armadain 1588 Shakespeare refersto Queen Elizabeth, known as the Virgin Queen
because she never married, in A Midsummer Night’s Dream in adescription of cupid®@
arrow hitting a Queen. Elizabeth was probably honored by thetale of a Queen wholives
life unconcerned with love GEA nd theimperial votaress passed on, in maiden
meditation, fancy free.0

For quotes from Queen Elizabeth goto:

http://www.€lizabethi.org/usquoes/

For more information on Queen Elizabeth go to:

http://www.elizabethi.org/ug

KING JAMES I

Uponher desth, Elizabeth® cousn, James | (son of Mary Queen of Scots, or (hloody
MaryQ was crowed in 1603and ruled untl 1625. He sponsred Shakespeare@ troupeof
actors, the Chamberlain@® Men and renamed them The King®@ Men.

A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM

Sources: A Midsummer Night’s Dream is uniquein tha it isoneof thefew plays tha
Shakespeare developad on his own. (Many of his plays were adapted from earlier stories
written by other authors) There were sources tha Shakespeare used to develop the play
induding The Golden Ass, by Apuleius The Knight® Tale by Geoffrey Chaucer, and
Ovid®@ masterpiece, Metamorphoss. A Midsummer Night’s Dream is bdieved to have



been written in 1595o0r early 1596. Midsummer wasfirst published in 1600as a Quarto
by Thomes Fisher.

For more information on printing and the Quarto@ go to:
http://shakespeare.aboutconvlibrary/weekly/aa060800zhtm?PM=ss15_dakespeare

CAST OF CHARACTERS

THESEUS, Duke of Athens

EGEUS, Fathe to Hermia

HERMIA, inlovewith Lysande

HELENA, inlovewith Demetrius and Hermia@ best friend
DEMETRIUS, inlovewith Hermiaandfindly Helena
LYSANDER, inlove with Hermia

BOTTOM, aweaver, plays Pyramusin Pyramus and Thisbe
STARVELING, atailor, plays Moonsinein Pyramus and Thisbe
SNUG, ajoine, playstheLionin Pyramus and Thisbe

FLUTE, abdlows mende, plays Thisbein Pyramus and Thisbe
QUINCE, director of Pyramus and Thisbe, plays the Wall
OBERON, King of the Fairies

TITANIA, Queen of theFairies

CHANGELING CHILD, servant unde the care of Titaniathat Oberon wants
PUCK, Oberon®@fairy servant

SUMMARY OF OUR PRODUCTION
1. INTRODUCTION BY THESEUS
2. SCENE 1
In Athens Greece, Duke Theseusis planning to wed Hippolyta, Queen of the
Amazonsin four daystime Bagang he wishes. Thenobles are gathered in coutt to
discuss problems with Duke Theseus Egeuswants his daughter Hermiato marry
Demetrius, but shewantsto marry Lysande. Hermia@ best friend, Helena, isin love
with Demetrius
3. SCENE 2
Duke Theseusgives Hermia three options marry Demetriusas her father Egeus
wishes, become anun,or die. Hermia and Lysande decideto run off to the forestN
Helenaand Demetriusfollow them.
4. SCENE 3
Duke Theseushas hired a group of tradespeople (called rugics or mechanicals) to put
onaplay at his marriageto Queen Hippolyta. Thegroup has never putonaplay.
Peter Quince isthedirector of the show and decides to putonaplay called Pyramus
and Thisbe which issimilar in theme to Romeo and Juliet Bthelovers die at the end of
thestory. Bottom wantsto play all of theroles. Other charactersin thesceneare
Flute, Shugand Starveling.
5. SCENE 4
Oberon, theKing of thefairies has been married to Titaniafor over 2,000years.
Titania has been raising a child and Oberon wants the child to be his servant. Thetwo
monachsfight over thechild. Oberon decidesto send Puck, hisassistant, to get a
magic flower. Whilewaiting for Puck to return, Oberon overhears Demetriusyelling
at Helena, Q lovethee not, therefore pursue me not! O Helena chases Demetrius off



into thewoods Puck returnsand Oberon promises to squeeze thejuice of theflower
into Titania® eyes which will make her fall in lovewith thefirst thing she sees upon
wakingBman or animal! Oberonfeels Demetriusis beng unfair to Helenaso hegives
Puck some of theflower to putinto the eyes of Demetrius
6. SCENE 5
Meanwhile, Lysande and Demetriusgoto deep intheforest. Puck findsLysande
and thinking tha heis Demetrius puts themagic liquid in hiseyes. Helenafinds
Lysande, wakes him up, and Lysandea immediately falsinlovewith her. He chases
her off and leaves Hermia behind.
7. SCENE 6
Quince and the other rugtics meet in the woodsto rehearse ther play Pyramus and
Thisbe away from Athens Whilethey rehearse, Puck findsthem and changes Bottom
into adonke/. Theother actors al runfromthe stage, thinking tha theforest is
haunted. Queen Titaniawakes up andfallsinlovewith thedonkey.
8. SCENE 7
Meanwhile, HermiafindsDemetriusand thinksthat he has killed Lysandea. They
fightand Hermia leaves Demetrius behind. Demetriusgoes to seep and Oberon puts
thejuice of theflower in hiseye.
9. SCENE 8
Lysandea chases Helenaand shewakes up Demetriuswho falls madly in lovewith
her. Lysande and Demetriusfightover Helena Hermia enters and is amazed tha
Lysande isnowin lovewith Helena Helenathinkstha they are al three playing
tricksonher. Lysande and Demetriusrun away and Helenaand Hermiafollow them.
10. SCENE 9
Oberon takes the magic potion out of LysandeasOeyes and hefalls back in lovewith
Hermia. Helenafindly bdievestha Demetriusloves her. On thar way back to
Athensthey meet Duke Theseusand all head back for themarriagefeast.
11. SCENE 10
King Oberon and Queen Titania make up and the King decides to changeBottom
back into aman. Bottom headsback to Athensto perform Pyramus and Thisbe dong
with Quince, Flute, Starveling, and Snug.
THE PRODUCTION ENDS WITH A Q/A SESSION WITH THE AUDIENCE

VOCABULARY WORDS

Athens- historic city and capital of Greece, generadly conddered to bethe
birthplace of Western Civilization; best known today for its temples and
buildingsof antiquity.

Amazon - femae warrior of Greek mythology, aggressive, warlike.

Cham - an enchantment, utterance of wordsbdieved to have magic powers

Cupid - Roman god of love, commonly represented as a winged boy with bow and
arrows

Dote - to lovein excess or extravagance

Mechanical - exhibiting skillsin theuse of tools and thelike.

Nymph - a beautiful and graceful youngwoman or maiden

Puck - amischievousdemon



OBJECTIVES OF PRESENTATION

1.
2.

3.

4.

Expoaire to peformance by professiond actors.

Experience Shakespeare@ words and characters as living breathing entities and not
jud literary abgractions

Promote literacy. After observing the paformance students can go back to thetext
with a clearer sense of what the play is about

Encourage students to perform. Will & Company actors are very accessible and
representative of their audience. Students easily relate to them and often after a
performance, feel lessintimidated to perform thematerials themselves.

SUGGESTIONS FOR FOLLOW-UP

1.

Have students act out a scenefromtheplay. Encouragethem to incorporate cogumes
into thescenes. Simple cogumes can consst of has, vests, jackets, aprons glasses,
etc. Itisnotimportant for the cosume piecesto be of theperiod, only tha in some
way they reflect the essence of the character.

. Have students create their own characters uang scenariosfromthe play to act them

out Example: a scenein which two loversrunaway to thewoods Do they tell
anyon& Who dothey tell? How longdo they stay away? Wha will they bring with
them? How dothey survive?

Have students write a skit tha has a beginning, middle and an end. There mug bea
conflict, andahero or heroine The character mugt have amission, or goon ajoumey
with obdacles to surmountaongtheway.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1.

What did you think about Shakespeare before you saw the show? Wha do you think
of Shakespeare now?

2. Do youthink Shakespeare@ stories have any relevance today?
3.
4. Which character is mog like you?

Would you like to perform any of Shakespeare® plays? Which one?
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